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That the following recommendations of the 
Task Group be recommended for 
consideration by the Cabinet: 
 
 A)  A corporate approach should be adopted 
to the development of open spaces in the 
area.  Consideration should be given to what 
should be available over the whole area, e.g. 
one good play facility was better than many 
smaller inadequate sites.  Parking spaces for 
users of the open space should be included. 

 
 
 
 

A)  That a corporate approach be adopted 
to the development of open spaces in the 
area; and consideration be given to what 
should be available over the whole area, 
e.g. one good play facility being better than 
many smaller inadequate sites; and parking 
spaces for users of open space should be 
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 B)  The process of agreeing commuted sums 
should be comprehensively reviewed with a 
view to providing sufficient funding to carry out 
maintenance and repair.  Items requiring 
future replacement should be designed out. 

 
 

 C)  The adoption of areas must be considered 
earlier than it is currently.  There should be 
some commitment with developers and they 
should be tied into the process.  Conditions 
need to be enforced earlier to ensure that 
there is no possibility of sites being left below 
the required standard to adoption.  SHDC 
must not be put in a position of having to carry 
out works which are the responsibility of the 
developer. 

 
 

 D)  Design and siting to avoid conflict and 
opportunities for anti-social behaviour.  Play 
equipment, where provided, to be suited to 
local needs and of a quality and design to 
minimise maintenance costs.  The preference 
should be for landscape design to encourage 
play.   

 
 

included. 
 
B)  That the process of agreeing commuted 
sums be comprehensively reviewed with a 
view to providing sufficient funding to carry 
out maintenance and repair; and items 
requiring future replacement be designed 
out. 
 
C)  That the adoption of areas be 
considered earlier than currently; that there 
be some commitment with developers and 
they should be tied into the process; that 
conditions be enforced earlier to ensure 
that there was no possibility of sites being 
left below the required standard for 
adoption; and the Council must not be put 
in a position of having to carry out works 
which were the responsibility of the 
developer. 
 

D)  That design and siting avoid conflict 
and opportunities for anti-social behaviour; 
play equipment, where provided, to be 
suited to local needs and of a quality and 
design to minimise maintenance costs, and 
the preference be for landscape design to 
encourage play. 
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 E)  New open spaces and play areas to be of 
a usable size, not left over spaces in 
developments. 
  

 
 F)  Planting to be sustainable, low 
maintenance and not encroach on 
neighbouring properties. 

 
 G)  Play areas and equipment should be 
installed at the outset as it was not popular 
with residents if they were installed a later 
date.  However, consideration should be given 
to the fact that not all open space required 
play equipment to turn it into a play area. 

 
 

 H)  Investigate the possibility of setting up a 
local community group or management 
companies to operate and maintain the open 
spaces within developments. 

 
 
 

 I)  The Planning Policy team are requested to 
ensure that these recommendations are taken 
into account when public open space policy is 
considered as part of the Local Development 
Framework. 
 

E)  That new open spaces and play areas 
be of a usable size, and integrated in to 
residential areas, not left over spaces in 
developments. 
 
F)  That planting be sustainable, low 
maintenance and not encroach on 
neighbouring properties. 
 
G)  That play areas and equipment be 
installed at the outset, as it was not popular 
with residents if they were installed at a 
later date; however, consideration should 
be given to the fact that not all open space 
required play equipment to turn it into a 
play area. 
 
H)  That, as part of their ongoing work, the 
Planning Policy Team investigate the 
possibility of setting up local community 
group or management companies to 
operate and maintain the open spaces 
within developments. 
 
I)  That the Planning Policy Team be 
requested to ensure that the 
recommendations be taken into account 
when public open space policy was 
considered as part of the Local 
Development framework. 

 
 
Head of 
Planning and 
Development/ 
Head of 
Community and 
Neighbourhood 
Services. 
 
Head of 
Planning and 
Development/ 
Head of 
Community and 
Neighbourhood 
Services. 
 
Head of 
Planning and 
Development 
 
 
 
 
Head of 
Planning and 
Development 



 
Officers should work together at all stages of 
planning and design.  

 
 

 
 
Comments from Cabinet meeting of 7 December 2010 
 
Councillor P A Espin referred to recommendation 7.5 (recommendation E in the table), and requested that the wording be altered to 
include ‘integrated in to residential areas’. 
 
Councillor C N Worth referred to recommendation 7.8 (recommendation I in the table), and stated that it would need to be 
considered as a separate item.  It would be picked up as part of work of the Planning Policy Team. Members agreed that all the 
recommendations would be carried forward as part of planning policy development. 
 
 


